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The Guidelines for reporting on the monitoring and modelling of air pollution effects under the 
Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (hereinafter the Guidelines) are presented at the 
twenty-sixth session of the Executive Body for its approval. They were adopted at the twenty-seventh 
session of the Working Group on Effects. 
 
The Guidelines describe how the exchange of information between Parties could be arranged. They could 
also be used to structure the content and format of their reporting of information on air pollution effects. 
 
The Guidelines emphasize the importance of relevant high-quality data to understand and assess both 
monitored and modelled air pollution effects. This knowledge is required for reviewing the progress of 
implementation of Parties’ obligations and as a basis for scientific work to further develop abatement 
strategies under the Convention.  
 
These Guidelines address the obligations of the Parties to the Convention, the 1988 Protocol on Nitrogen 
Oxides, the 1991 Protocol on Volatile Organic Compounds, the 1994 Sulphur Protocol, the 1998 Protocol 
on Heavy Metals, the 1998 Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants and the 1999 Gothenburg Protocol. 
It should be recognized that the Guidelines apply only to Parties within the geographical scope of EMEP, 
as defined in paragraph 27 of the Guidelines, and that other Parties are encouraged to take the Guidelines 
into account when preparing and reporting their annual submissions and to exchange similar available 
information.  
 
The sections in the Convention and its protocols relevant to reporting effects include, inter alia: 
 

(a) Article 8, paragraph (f) of the Convention;  
(b) Article 8, paragraph 2, and article 6 of the Protocol on Nitrogen Oxides;  
(c) Article 5 of the Protocol on Volatile Organic Compounds;  
(d) Article 5, paragraph 4, and article 6 of the 1994 Sulphur Protocol;  
(e) Article 6 of the Protocol on Heavy Metals;  
(f) Article 8 of the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants; and  
(g) Article 7, paragraph 4, and article 8 of the Gothenburg Protocol. 

 
In addition, the Executive Body shall arrange for the preparation of information on the effects of air 
pollutants, in accordance with article 10, paragraph 2 (b), of the Convention. This includes research, 
development, monitoring and modelling of air pollution effects, including the establishment of critical 
loads and levels and other indicators. Note that the Guidelines could later be reviewed and revised by the 
Executive Body. 
 

                                                
1 This note was compiled by the Bureau of the Working Group on Effects, in collaboration with all 
effects-oriented programmes and the secretariat, to provide a background for discussion on the proposed 
Guidelines (ECE/EB.AIR/2008/11 (ECE/EB.AIR/WG.1/2008/16/Rev.1)).  


